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This report covers the period 12th November, 2013 to 30th 
November, 2014.

INCOME

Total contributions significantly increased in all categories when compared 
with the results reported last year. Here are the details, with last year in 
parentheses:

Official receipts are issued for 
all individual donations, to the 
coordinators of the “Gold Coin” 
program in each congregation, 
and to the festival coordinators of 
the Gold Coin and Greeting Card 
program initiatives.

The number of congregations 
running Gold Coin collections fell 
from 11 to 8 this year, making the 
very substantial 65% increase even 
more noteworthy. One of UCG’s 
smaller congregations, Hobart, 
contributed a remarkable amount. 
If other congregations wish to 
participate they should contact Bill 
Eddington who coordinates LifeNets 
Australia from Melbourne.

Some very substantial individual 
donations were made this year. 
One anonymous donor specifically 
designated the Chileno Orphans 
Club as the activity they wished to 
support.

Gold Coin donations received at 
Feast of Tabernacles sites continue 
to produce a significant amount and 
the generosity of feast-goers is very 
much appreciated. You will note the 
very substantial increase this year.

The greeting card 
program has now been 

running for four years and continues 
to be strongly supported by those 
who contribute artwork for the cards, 
the young people who manage the 
program, and the purchase of cards 
at each festival site. We endeavoured 
to have the greeting cards available 
at the Feast a little earlier this year to 
provide more opportunity for people 
to purchase them and send greetings 
to those unable to attend.

The program is now truly 
international, with New Zealand 
mounting the program for the 
second year and a pilot project being 
undertaken this year at the Bend, 
Oregon, USA, festival site. We had 
been talking to LifeNets International 
about the program for quite some 
time and it was fortuitous that Alex 
Love, who was involved with the 
development of the card project in 
Australia, is on a study program in the 
USA. Alex was able to explain how it 
all works and was instrumental in the 
pilot going ahead. $1,106 was raised 
and hopefully the pilot project will 
lead to more USA festival sites being 
included next year.

DISBURSEMENTS

The substantial increase in income 
enabled a corresponding increase in 
the funds disbursed. During the year 

the following activities 
were supported;

   In December, 2013, 
$2,892 was used to provide 
school supplies, shoes and 
uniforms to needy church 
children in Guatemala.

   In March, $13,420 was sent 
to UCG in the Philippines to 
subsidise the annual youth 
camp. Without this contribution, 
it is likely the camp would not 
have gone ahead because so 
much had been spent by the 
Church in the Philippines helping 
members who had been hit by 
the devastating typhoon Yolanda 
that struck in early November, 
2013. As part of the support, 
two young UCG Australia adults 
served on the staff at the camp.

   As mentioned previously, $1,000 
was sent to LifeNets International 
in June to be donated specifically 
to the Chileno Orphans Club.

   In August $5,017 was disbursed 
to enable a LifeNets funded 
medical clinic in Malawi to begin 
operating.

AVAILABLE FUNDS

Because of the wonderful support 
of LifeNets contributors in Australia, 
we ended the year with $15,204 on 
hand and available to support future 
LifeNets projects.

FUTURE PROJECTS

LifeNets International has asked if 
we could support another project in 
Malawi. We are currently in discussion 
about the project. Following is a 
message from LifeNets describing 
what is in mind.

 ”The thing that we are working 
on right now is the development of 
three or so shops along 
the frontage of our 

LIFENETS AUSTRALIA 2013/2014 REPORT
Bill Eddington

Congregation Gold Coin Donations  .....................$14,019 ($9,195) +65% 

Individual and/or Anonymous Contributions  ......$3,072 ($439) +700%

Festival Gold Coin Donations ...............................$3,749 ($2,297) +63%

Festival Greeting Card Program ...........................$2,587 ($2,339) +11%

Total Income  ..................................$23,427 ($14,265) +64%



Treasurer Derek Lewis provided the following report for the 
preceding financial year ending 30 June 2014.

Our audited financial reports for the financial year ending 30 June 2014 
have been made available to members via our Fellowship Site.

The overall financial result was a surplus of $27,046. This compared to a 
budgeted surplus of $16,479.

We have been greatly blessed with stable to increasing income in recent 
years. Spending has been carefully managed as the National Council has 
aimed to balance the needs of our growing congregations and the need 
to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We can be very thankful that cash reserves are strong which puts the 
Church in a good position to plan ahead as we aim to anticipate long 
term needs. Cash reserves are largely as a result of an exceptional income 
year in 2011-12. The Council aims for a minimum level of reserves to allow 
for variability in income. Such reserves are important considering the 
significant fixed costs. There is certainly a great focus and emphasis from 
the National Council on being good stewards.

Planning for the future needs of the Church continues on an ongoing 
basis. Planning includes how to best allocate the resources of the Church. 
There will be increased pastoral manpower requirements and also as we 
hope and pray to always improve and increase our 
public proclamation. There is much planning required, 
most of which involves considerable lead time.

Let us be thankful as we have been greatly blessed 
and let us move forward with confidence to continue 
and expand the work set before us.

Treasurer's Report

Gold Coast - Breakfast on the Beach 

With a busy weekend in Brisbane due 
to the G20 Summit and a forecast of 
unusually hot temperatures, it was the 
ideal Sunday morning to relax at beautiful 
Burleigh beach for the Gold Coast 
congregation’s Breakfast on the Beach. Over fifty people turned up to 
enjoy the sausage sizzle along with refreshing fruit to keep us cool. We 
were blessed with wonderful weather (much cooler than anticipated) and 
a wonderful spot for all ages to enjoy relaxing in the shade, or swimming 
and surfing at the beach.

We thoroughly enjoyed the company of everyone who attended and a 
lot of laughter and chatting could be heard! Beverley and Allan Brown 
from the Gold Coast congregation commented on what a lovely day they 
had and how it reminded them of Psalm 133: Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity (NKJV).

It is always wonderful to spend time with our church family and to enjoy 
the beautiful creation around us. We look forward to continuing our 
barbeque breakfast tradition at the beach and we hope to see everyone 
again next time!

Derek Lewis
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church property in Lilongwe, Malawi.

“Our property is in the city and has a 
lot of foot traffic as well as having a 
school across the street. It has been 
suggested that the shops could do 
very well. We have just finished a 6 foot 
security wall around the property so 
it is now secured. We have hired full 
time an outside accountant to monitor 
funds into the area. He will also be on 
site, as LifeNets will have a small office 
along with the shops. I am feeling 
good about this as it was difficult 
getting all the receipts and accounting 
when it was not funneled through one 
individual who puts it into an easy to 
understand report.   

“We are in the process of developing a 
business plan and one of our members 
and scholarship grads will draw up 
the architectural plans. Our desire is 
for a market for our members if they 
have skills in crafts, baking, or garden 
produce or a desire to learn how to 
work in one of the shops. Hopefully the 
profits will help to fund church youth 
activities and women's activities.

“If you are interested in using the 
funds you have to help in this area 
that would be great. This project will 
be easier to provide you with progress 
reports and pictures as it is local 
project. 

“Please let everyone know how much 
we appreciate their support.”

If you have any questions about 
LifeNets activities in Australia or 
the contents of this report, you can 
contact me on 03 9808 8826, or by 
email at bill.eddington@bigpond.
com. Thank you for your ongoing 
support as we endeavor to make 
a meaningful contribution to the 
wellbeing of members and their 
communities in parts of the world 
that are not as blessed as we are 
“down under”.  ☐

Bill Eddington 
Australian LifeNets Coordinator


